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F-22 Raptor and Golden Knights to perform at Vectren Dayton Air Show
...see the world's most advanced warplane and America’s elite in action!
Dayton, Ohio – Vectren Dayton Air Show officials announced today that Dayton has been selected for a
U.S. Air Force F-22 Raptor and U.S. Army Golden Knights demonstration at the 2018 Vectren Dayton
Air Show Presented by Kroger on June 23rd and 24th at the Dayton International Airport. 2018 marks the
44th year for the popular summer event.
The Lockheed Martin F-22 Raptor is a fifth-generation single-seat, twin-engine, all-weather stealth tactical
fighter. The Raptor's combination of stealth, aerodynamic performance, and situational awareness gives
the aircraft unprecedented air combat capabilities. The F-22 team will perform an aerial demonstration both
days of the show. The Raptor is one of the most sought-after demonstrations on the air show circuit. Its
incredible maneuverability, aided by its computerized controls and powerful, thrust-vectoring jet engines,
make its demonstration unlike any other.
Dayton's F-22 will be flown by Major Paul “Loco” Lopez II from the 1st Fighter Wing, Langley AFB, VA.
Major Lopez is a graduate of North Carolina A&T State University. The Raptor last appeared in Dayton in
2016.
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The Golden Knights, the Army’s official demonstration team, will thrill spectators with their intricate
canopy work along with skydiving formations and landings that require extreme precision. Team members
are drawn from US Army paratroopers who have demonstrated excellence in parachuting skills. Formed in
1959 and based in Ft. Bragg, North Carolina, these Ambassadors of the Army represent the skill and
professionalism of U.S. soldiers serving all over the world. The 16 member team will travel to Dayton in
their Fokker C-31A Troopship which will also serve as their jump aircraft. The Golden Knights last
appeared in Dayton in 2015.

U.S. Army Golden Knights…America’s best!

“We are absolutely thrilled”, stated Scott Buchanan, Chairman of the USATS Board of Trustees. “To have
the world's most advanced jet fighter and our nation’s elite paratroopers at our show is truly an honor. The
2018 show is shaping up to be an amazing event that people definitely won't want to miss." Buchanan
added.
The F-22 Raptor and Golden Knights will join previously announced attractions, the world-renowned
U.S. Navy Blue Angels and TORA! TORA! TORA!, a dramatic recreation of the December 7, 1941 attack
on Pearl Harbor. That’s not all! Female aerobatic superstar Vicky Benzing and Cincinnati’s own Redline
Airshows Aerobatic Team will perform in 2018 as well. Air show officials plan to announce other aircraft
that will fly or appear on ground display during the feature show in the months ahead.
2018 Vectren Dayton Air Show Presented by Kroger tickets including the popular Pavilion and Chalet areas
are now on sale at the show’s website, www.daytonairshow.com. Print-at-home or print-to-mobile options
are available for website purchases.
Beginning May 14, 2018 customers can conveniently purchase discount general admission tickets at area
Kroger stores. This Kroger exclusive offers $3.00 off adult and children tickets at over 100 Kroger stores in
the Dayton and Cincinnati region. Kroger discount tickets are good for either Saturday or Sunday admission.
Visit the show’s website for further information.
-###For more information on the F-22, Golden Knights and other announced features please click below:
www.blueangels.navy.mil/

http://www.acc.af.mil/Home/Aerial-Events/F-22A-Demo-Team/

https://www.goarmy.com/events/golden-knights.html
www.vickybenzing.com/

www.toratoratora.com/home.html

www.redlineairshows.com/

Founded in 1975, the Vectren Dayton Air Show Presented by Kroger is one of North America’s premier air shows. It
features world-class aerobatic champions, military jet demonstrations and entertainment for the whole family,
celebrating Dayton’s rich aviation heritage as home of the Wright Brothers, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, the
National Museum of the U.S. Air Force and National Aviation Heritage Area. It is produced by the United States Air
and Trade Show, Inc., a 501(c)(6) not-for-profit Ohio corporation that relies on sponsorship and community support to
offset costs. The Dayton/Montgomery County Convention and Visitors Bureau estimates the show adds $3.2 million to
the region’s economy every year.

